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Faith Matters 

“The snares of the devil…” 

The Screwtape Letters and the  

Art of Temptation  
 

“the safest road to Hell is the gradual one--
the gentle slope, soft underfoot, without sudden 
turnings, without milestones, without signposts…” 

That’s sound advice, at least, if you are a 
junior devil trying to lead a person to your home! This advice was passed down in 
correspondence to an inexperienced devil named Wormwood from an expert and 
accomplished devil, Wormwood’s “affectionate uncle, Screwtape,”  in C.S. Lewis’s 
classic work, The Screwtape Letters. Through Screwtape and Wormwood, Lewis 
explores the devilish art of temptation, in which Satan tries to interfere with faith in 
God.  It’s a brilliant, pithy, and powerful book, and it will provide our theme for this 
year’s Lenten series. 

During Lent, we will explore “the snares of the devil,” those tricky and sub-
tle ways in which the enemies of faith try to dislodge us from the object of our faith, 
Jesus Christ. In 2 Timothy 2:26, Christians are instructed on how they are to interact 
with unbelievers, in hope that they might repent, and “that they may escape from the 
snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his will.” We often think of 
the devil’s snares as being dramatic and obviously evil. However, as we will see, 
many of the devil’s schemes are conniving, subtle, and may often look harmless and 
even good! 

There are many ways you can engage in our Lenten theme this year. 

First, make a habit of coming to Lenten worship! Our midweek services start 
with Ash Wednesday on February 14, and then continue the following           
five Wednesdays. We once again look forward to having our confirmation 
students involved in the services. 

Second, discuss the theme. We will have some discussion questions based on the 
Lenten worship sermons that dive deeper into the snares. There will be an 
option to stay after the services and discuss, or create a Faith Group and meet 
another time. 

Third, read the book! The Screwtape Letters is a great read! We will publicize 
the chapters that each week’s sermons will be based on so you can look at it 
yourself. We will be putting together an order for the book for those interest-
ed in a cheap copy.   

Lent is such an important time of the church year. We pray that you will join us 
in journeying to the cross! 

 

See you in church 

Pastor Dave 
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Getting to know the Staff 
     By Marsha Schmit 
 

When I recently asked Faith’s Director of Children and Family Ministry, Laura 
Weikle, about one of her favorite memories of growing up at Faith Lutheran, 
her answer wasn’t surprising. She said, “My favorite memories come from lead-
ing crafts for Club 218. With little to no budget, I had to be pretty creative with 
the resources we used. Kids had the most fun with the recycled crafts, like para-
chutes out of coffee filters and rockets out of bottles.” If you know Laura at all, 
you know that she is very creative and loves children! 
 

Laura’s parents, Owen and Maria, taught her Sunday School growing up, and 
still teach at Faith today. According to Laura, they are “hardworking, thought-
ful, supportive and very servant-hearted” and I must agree! Her sister, Katie, 
serves on staff with YWAM (Youth With A Mission) in Nuremburg, Germany, 
and Laura says that she has been an influence in her faith walk. 

Working at Shores of St. Andrew (a camp of Green Lake Lutheran Ministries) during her summers off classes 
at Concordia College, Moorhead, was “rewarding, challenging, nurturing and impactful” according to Laura. 
Her roles at camp were two summers as a counselor and two as the Assistant Program Director. This summer 
work certainly helped prepare her for her work at Faith. 

After graduating college, Laura was hired as Director of Youth and Education Ministries at Faith Lutheran in 
Spicer, MN, where she not only worked with Youth Ministries but all ages – preschool through high school! 
She was excited when the Children’s Ministry position opened and was hired to come back to Faith in Hutch. 
She says, “I delight in teaching and nurturing faith in the next generation by preparing their hearts and minds 
to know the good news…I also find joy in the deep questions kids have about faith.”  

Want to get to know Laura better? She says that she is fond of a good cup of coffee or tea and great conversa-
tion. Take her up on that!  

Bible Camp 
What are you doing this summer? Have you consid-
ered going to camp? People of all ages are welcome to 
join Pastor Dave for Family Camp at Mount Carmel in 
Alexandria, MN [See page 3 for details]. Kids who 
completed 1st through 5th grade are invited to join 
Laura Weikle, Director of Children and Family Minis-
try, at Shores of St. Andrew Bible Camp in New Lon-
don, MN from July 29 - August 3.  

Kids can come for a full week or half a week. Either 
way they will have tons of fun! Camp offers unique 
worship, exciting Bible studies, bonding opportunities 
with cabin groups, tie dying, swimming, playing, awe-

some large group games, boating, hiking and being in God’s creation!  

Laura worked at Shores of St. Andrew for four summers before coming to Faith Lutheran and loves outdoor 
ministry! Highlights include worshipping around a campfire on the shore of Lake Andrew, large group games 
like Whoop Whoop and, of course, free time!  

If you have questions about Bible camp or want to talk camp, please contact Laura Weikle.  
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Q: Years ago, we didn’t get ashes on our foreheads on Ash    
                       Wednesday. Why do we do it now? 
 

A: As Protestant reformers distinguished their doctrine and      
practices from Roman Catholicism, they changed many un-
helpful practices, but also discarded some really good ones. 
They were concerned that a rite like receiving ashes was 

superstitious and done for outward show rather than inward piety. Some practices were rejected for no  
better reason than it was “too Catholic.” 

 
 More recently, many Protestant churches have started reclaiming some of those helpful practices, includ-

ing the imposition of ashes on Ash Wednesday. This simple act is a powerful Christian symbol that should 
never have been neglected. It carries at least three vital messages. 

 
 First, in Biblical times people poured ashes on their heads to indicate anguish, repentance or grief. Since 

repenting of sin and anguish at Christ’s suffering are central themes in Lent, receiving ashes on our heads 
is an important call for us to repent and contemplate Christ’s sacrifice for our sake. 

 
 The ashes also drive home our mortality. As we receive them, we hear God’s words to Adam and Eve after 

they sinned. “You are dust and to dust you shall return.” (Genesis 3:19) The inevitable reality of death 
drives us to repent of our sin and cling to Christ for salvation. 

 
 Those ashes are applied, however, in the shape of the cross, which declares that, because Christ died and 

rose again, we are forgiven and freed from death and condemnation. Despite their reminder of death, the 
ashes reassure us of the sure and certain hope that is ours in Christ Jesus. 

CAMP OPTION FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY 

JUNE 30 – JULY 6 2018 

Ephesians: Wake Up Week! 
and Children’s Musical  

 
Mystery Revealed! The Alienated Included. Conflict Resolved. Prayers            
Answered. Marriages and Families Restored. Battles Won. And Grace 
Richly Lavished on All! 

You’ll find all of this and more in the book of Ephesians. Come explore 
this dynamic and life-changing book. 

Aa adults study Ephesians each morning, children will be learning a           
musical to perform on the last day of camp! 
 
Morning Adult Teacher: Nate Hoff 
Evening Preacher: David Wollan 
Guest Worship Leaders: Hoff Family  
 
Registration information and forms available in the church office. 
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 Upon This Rock Capital Campaign 

This new capital campaign so far has received not quite as many pledges and a 
little less in money pledged than the Imagine campaign that it replaced. If you 
have not yet responded with a pledge to Upon This Rock, it is not too late to do 
so. It is so helpful for the church to know what her people intend to give. 
 

The good news is that around $75,000 in first-fruits gifts were given and the church should have no trouble 
covering its mortgage costs for the next three years. Only time will tell if we will reach the exciting goal of 
Upon This Rock to pay off the mortgage by Faith’s 150th Anniversary in 2020! 

The Legacy of Money 
In the last few years, Faith Lutheran has received several generous be-
quests from members who included the church in their wills. Some of 
those gifts were designated for Faith’s Endowment Fund. The endowment 
principal is never spent, but the earnings of it support a variety of mission 
projects each year. Other legacy gifts have helped reduce the mortgage, 
purchase special items not in the budget or fund scholarships for mission 
trips or college students. Including the church in your will is a wonderful 
legacy of faith to Faith! If you have not yet done so, please consider des-
ignating part of your estate as a legacy for the work God is doing in and 
through Faith Lutheran. 

Wednesday, February 14, 

Services with Imposition 
of Ashes and Holy           

Communion at 12 noon 
and at 6:30 p.m. 

Special Lenten Services 

February 21 - March 21 Wednesday evening            
     Lenten services at 6:30 p.m. 
March 25 - Palm Sunday (Regular Sunday              
     Services) 
March 29 - Maundy Thursday services (1st Com- 
     munion for sixth grade students) 6 and 7:30 p.m. 
March 30 - Good Friday services at 12 noon and  
      6:30 p.m. with Christ the King Lutheran Church 
March 31 - Holy Saturday Service Time TBA 
April 1 - Easter Sunday with services at 6, 8, 9:30  
      and 11 a.m.   

Genesis 3:19 
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SENIORS’  SCENE 

“To BEE or not to BEE; that is the question” 
 
I was driving to a visit the other day when I heard someone on WCCO radio ask if this cold, harsh winter, 
with below zero temperatures would lower the number of mosquitoes this coming summer. WCCO had some 
kind of scientific “expert” who was answering questions of that nature. Essentially, his response was that was 
hopeful, but unfounded, wishing.  Mosquitoes will be out in force as always. 
 
Bees, on the other hand, are having a hard time existing. I have read and heard that herbicides and pesticides 
have lowered the numbers of bees in this country. There may not yet be a shortage of honey for those who 
like that on their toast, muffins or as an ingredient in granola. But if there isn’t a reversal in factors that        
provide a good habitat for bees, we could say goodbye to honey. Does that sound like a possibility to you? I 
don’t know. Could someone help us with that? 
 
I don’t care about getting too close to bees. But I do like that they give us honey; and that there are people 
who do love to get close to them, harvesting the product that sweetens my morning toast. You too? 
 
This is, of course, an environmental issue. Bees are a marvelous creation in God’s universe. We can learn 
more about them at our February Seniors’ Potluck meeting. Wayne and Cindy Rusch, who are with the 
Crow River Beekeepers Association, will be with us on Thursday, February 22.  Our Steering Committee 
thought this would be a good winter topic, that might get our minds off cold air and slippery sidewalks.  
Wayne and Cindy are eager to share their knowledge about this interesting insect.   
 
As always, we begin at 12:00 noon with potluck dinner.  Please come, bring a friend for good fellowship,  
and become more educated about bees. Oh yes…and good food.   
 
“See you at Seniors Potluck!” 

From the FLCW (all Faith Lutheran Church Women) 

OUR SPRING SALE IS COMING SOON! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Faith Lutheran’s annual rummage sale is April 26, 27 & 28. As you clean out those closets and find 
things you no longer need or want, please set them aside to donate to the sale. 

We need lots of rummage—any gently used items will be much appreciated! We also need your help 
with set-up, the actual sale, and clean-up. More information on that later. 

YOUR GENTLY USED ITEMS  

ARE NEEDED…AND MUCH  

APPRECIATED! 
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Faith Group Focus 
Faith Lutheran Church  

Hutchinson, MN 

February, 2018 

Small Group Highlights 

Faith Groups: 

It’s a family affair! 
What’s it like to be in a small group? 
According to Christina and Andrew 
Weckwerth, small groups build            
relationships as well as faith. 

As newcomers to Hutchinson and 
contemplating joining the church, 
they were interested in the faith-
building opportunity that a small 
group offered and, according to  
Christina, “we were also excited at 
the chance to meet more people from 
the congregation.”  

Andrew added, “We felt our connec-
tion to the church flourishing upon 
joining a group of younger couples 
just in time for the 2016 Lenten     
series, and had a great time getting to 
know the other people in our group. 

 “Since that time, our group has kept 
meeting on a semi-continuous basis, 
enjoying the support, learning, and 
friendship of friends who understand 
the challenge of Christian living in a 
busy and rapidly paced life,” Andrew 
explained. 

Sharing in a small group experience are 
Christina and Andrew Weckwerth and 
daughter Heidi. 

Faith Groups to launch after Easter 

It is said, “As a church grows bigger, it must grow smaller.” Most agree            
that small groups are a means to this end. Faith Groups have been a major 
emphasis at Faith Lutheran for the past several years providing a safe            
environment to share, grow, and serve with others while creating healthy 
and lasting relationships. 

The next six-week series of Faith Groups topics will begin the week of April 1, 
2018 with the theme, “If we have only hoped in Christ. . .”: The Reliability 
of the Gospel. 

Pastor Grorud stated, “Many people today suggest that core Christian beliefs 
are not real, but were simply made up, like a fairy tale. So in the weeks after 
Easter, this Faith Groups study will examine some of these objections in light 
of key Biblical texts that reveal how reliable the Gospel actually is.” 

Look forward to teaching videos by Pastor Scott and Pastor Dave combined 
with stimulating discussion that you can use today in your Christian journey. 
It is not too soon to indicate your interest in joining a group to Marsha 
Schmit. It will help her in her planning. Your inquiry will brighten her day. 

The Snares of the Devil 
This year’s Lenten theme is The 
Snares of the Devil: The Screwtape 
Letters and the Art of Temptation. 
As a follow-up to each Lenten      
worship service anyone in the con-
gregation seeking more depth is  
invited for coffee and small-group 
interaction in the Faith Center.       
Pastor Wollan acknowledged, “We 
plan to have a set of questions for 
small-group discussion centered 
around C. S. Lewis’ book, The 
Screwtape 
Letters. Small-
group facilitators 
will be available 
to lead you in 
discussion. 

“Our particular group has adjusted to 
growing families (six new children have 
been born since we joined), challenging 
and unpredictable job schedules, and 
the regular demands of daily responsi-
bilities. We don't ever have perfect 
attendance, and our meeting times are 
subject to last-minute changes depend-
ing on sick kids, surprise obligations, 
and work demands. It's exactly when 
life gets chaotic that I most cherish the 
group that we have, as it is during 
those times that I am distracted and 
disagreeable, needing backup and the 
nudge back to our shared joy in Christ.” 

“We’ve been so blessed to be a part of 
this small group,” Christina agreed. 
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Community Meal  
served by FLCW 
 Sunday, Feb. 4, 

4-6 p.m. 

Fare for All  
distribution will be 
on Thursday, Feb.  
22 from 4-5:30 @ 

CCM 

Hutchinson   Glencoe 

105 Second Avenue SW Suite #2 1022 12th Street East 

Hutchinson, MN   55350  Glencoe, MN   55336 

320-587-2213   320-864-5511 

5K Walk/Run will take place on Saturday, 
May 12, at Masonic West River Park in 
Hutchinson.  Registration forms will be availa-

ble in the church office, CCM office, or on the CCM web-
site.   

COMMON CUP 2017 ANNUAL REPORT 

Clients served at the two offices (Hutchinson and Glencoe) approximately 2680 individuals 

Total Income for 2017- $242,722; $179,116 CCM & $63,606 Thrift Store (Contributions from churches/individuals/area businesses 
/United Way/Thrivent Financial Choice Dollars/Grants/Fundraisers)  

Total Expenses for 2017– $225,871; $182,622 CCM & $43,249 Thrift Store  Amount of individual or family help:  Lodging $2,352; Car 
Repair $1,080; Groceries $635; Misc $94; Utilities $8,530; Auto Fuel $2,744; Transportation $1,254; Clothing $80; Rent Assist/Dep: $5,892; 
Health/Medical $800;  Household supplies: $110; Insurance $125; Telephone $120; Daycare Expense $100; Legal Help $200 

Community Outreach Programs include — Monthly Diaper Distribution—Approximately 90 children served each month; Warm Coat Distribu-
tion (served 400 this year); School Supply Distribution (510 this year); Backpack program (212 each week) 

The full report is available in the Common Cup Corners located by the church entrances. 

You’re invited to our  

Valentine’s Day Dinner 

Sunday February 11, 2018  

Dinner at 5:30 p.m. - doors open at 5 p.m. 

in the Faith Center - tickets $15/each 

Tickets available in the church office during the week  

and will be sold upstairs after the 8 a.m.  

and before the 10:10 a.m. services on   

Sunday, January 21  

Sunday, January 28  

Sunday, February 4    
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        Music Notes 

by Paul Cravens, Director of Music and Worship 

Lent comes early this year, and with it comes a sense of eager anticipation (replacing the 
nervous kind that colored much of my first year as we approached key seasons and big 
events). This is the time of the church year when we give special attention to proclaiming 
an extraordinary message through Word and sermon and song: the crucified and risen Je-
sus Christ. The truth of this message is our entire reason for existence as the church, and 
some of our most powerful songs were written for this season and its conclusion. However, 
we all do well to keep this message in mind not only during Lent, but throughout the year. 
Look ahead, and take a “sneak preview” of some of your favorite Easter songs and let 
them encourage you, even before we begin the Lenten journey. Even as we tread the some-
times-gloomy road, we are reminded that death does not have the final word. For this is the 
truth by which we live day by day: Christ is risen! 

Mugs and Muffins 

Saturday, February 17, 2018 beginning at 9:30 a.m. 

Special speaker: Kaycee Stanley, director and founder of Reel Hope. 

Kaycee and her husband Pete love three things: Jesus, kids, and         
stories. (Also, each other. Obviously.) For a long time, they have 
dreamed about how to change the narrative around adopting from          

foster care, especially within faith communities. In the spring of 2016, 
they were inspired by a ministry called America’s Kids Belong, and 

they started dreaming about a ministry that told the stories of kids who 
need families. Five months later, Reel Hope was born.   



 

Page 9 Faith Matters 

Thoughts and Prayers 
Please remember all those who are  

      serving our country through active duty:  
 

Corporal Colin Bos (Marines, Camp Pendleton, CA -     
   son of Dawn Bos) 

Sgt. Jason Gaulke (El Paso, TX - nephew of Alice Fransen) 

Mason Rutledge (Navy, Norfolk, VA - son of Lenny &  Patti 
Rutledge) 

Col. Rob Skaar (Duluth Air National Guard - son of Dave &   
Marian Skaar) 

LT Brett Stadsklev (Navy, Norfolk, VA - son-in-law of Judy & 
Tom Felber) 

Corporal Nathan Thunstrom (Marines, overseas deployment - son 
of Andy & Shelly Hedin and grandson of Dennis & Barb Hedin) 

PFC Ryan Wersal (Army, Fort Jackson, SC - son of Roger &  
Laurie Wersal) 

Cedar Crest – Silver Lake 
Patricia Lambert 
Bernice Vorbeck 
Lucille Wehking 

Cottagewood (Buffalo) 
Eleanor Lack 

Dassel Lakeside 
Doris Betker 

Glencoe Nursing Home 
Helen Sandlund 

Kathryn Wendlandt 

Harmony River 
Margaret Alrick 

Pearl Betker 
Russell & Irene Christensen 

Dave & Betty Jensen 
Joanne Olesen 

Charlie & Harriet Thor 

Prairie Senior Cottages 
Pat Fimon 

Prairie View (Hector) 
Jerome Lindquist 

Woodstone 
Don Fitzgerald 
Betty Garberich 

Lucille Yukel 
 

Remember our Faith members in 
nursing homes & health care centers: 

Faith Lutheran Church 
INFORMATION & STAFF DIRECTORY 

335 Main St. S.  320-587-2093  FaithLC.com 

Pastors   

Scott Grorud               320-587-0171 (home) scottg@faithlc.com 

Dave Wollan              320-583-2385 (cell) davidw@faithlc.com 

Paul Knudson            320-587-2227 (home) paulk@faithlc.com  

Paulus Pilgrim, Visitation   320-234-9753 (home) paulusp@faithlc.com 

Staff   

Marsha Schmit, Director of Pastoral Care & Evangelism marshas@faithlc.com 

Gladys Nissen, Director of Youth & Family Ministry gladysn@faithlc.com 

Laura Weikle, Director of Children & Family Ministry lauraw@faithlc.com 

Paul Cravens, Director of Music and Worship paulc@faithlc.com 

Wendy Magruder, Administrative Assistant  wendym@faithlc.com 

Diane Pedersen, Finance Coordinator dianep@faithlc.com 

Keith Lange, Maintenance  

Jim Brodd, Custodial Services Coordinator brodd@hutchtel.net 
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