What started as a radical idea and dream a few years ago is now a wonderful
reality! Our first three Faith Lutheran interns- Courtney, Joshua, and Trevor-
have moved into the Ansgar House and begun their time at FLC! God has
been so faithful in making this happen, and so many Faith Lutheran members
have contributed towards making this happen. From the major and steady
financial gifts that made the Ansgar House possible, to the generous dona-
tions of furniture and household items to make the Ansgar House a home, to
the countless hours of work people have put into the house- a LOT of time
and resources have been put into making the internship program a reality.

But now the work really begins!

Over the next couple months, our three interns will get immersive experience
in as many aspects of congregational ministry as we can give them. Thanks to
a dedicated staff with diverse areas of specialization, we have created
“ministry tracks” that our interns will participate in. They’ll gain exposure
and experience in things like youth ministry, pastoral ministry and pastoral
care, children’s ministry, worship and music ministry, and even custodial,
financial, and church communications. In doing so, they may discover some
interests and gifts they had not considered before, while also gaining a deeper
understanding and appreciation for what happens in a congregation. When all
the tracks are finished, they will identify one or two areas of specialization in
which they will focus for the rest of their internship.

We are excited also to offer some other formative opportunities for the
interns during their time here. In the beginning of October, they will be
traveling down to the LCMC Annual Gathering in St. Louis. Later in
October, they will help Kristen lead the first ever Augustana District High
School Retreat. In November, they will join me at Mt. Carmel Ministries for
a week of teaching for the Awaken Project. Finally, in January, we are hoping
to bring them to Trinity Lutheran in San Pedro, CA, to join with its intern
community and the community from Canadian Lutheran Bible Institute for

a week of instruction. It’s going to be a full year!

Now, here’s how you can help:
Make them feel at home! Greet them, talk to them, get to know them.

Two of them have families far away, so make them feel included and
loved.
Continued on page 2
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Pray for them! We’re going to be working them hard, and two of them will also be taking college classes at
the same time, in addition to working part-time jobs!

Become an Intern Sponsor. We are looking for Monthly Sponsor-an-Intern participants. Sponsors will
either take the intern grocery shopping or provide the intern with gift cards to a grocery store. Our goal
is to provide each intern with a sponsor each month.

The interns are here! Now the fun begins!
See you in church,

Pastor Dave

Seniors Scene
by Pastor Paulus Pilgrim

Time flies, as we say. We just
said farewell for the summer
and here we are gearing up
for another series of Seniors’
Potluck meetings and programs that will go through
May, 2024. We have an excellent steering committee
who will make each meeting something you won’t
want to miss. We invite you to talk to them about a
program you would like to see on the docket. Please
do so. Many of the programs we have enjoyed have
been suggested by someone other than the steering
committee.

Here are the current committee members: LoAnn
Hanson, Norene Roepke, Dick Desens, Daryl
Bateman, Gladys Pilgrim, Marsha Schmit and me.

Our first program on Thursday, September 28, will
feature Marc Telecky. Marc is in charge of refuse
disposal and recycling for the city of Hutchinson.
You may have seen an article in the Hutchinson

Leader about how there is need for a clearer under-
standing of how to divide up correctly the refuse and
recyclables we place on the curb each week, and other
things we need to dispose of. Not doing that correctly
can raise the cost of our city’s disposal program. So
this is a timely message for us. Marc plans to bring his
assistant, Sarah Young. He says Sarah has been a long
-time worker in the department and knows the history
better than he does. They plan to speak, then give
ample time for questions.

So don’t miss the first Seniors’ Potluck on
Thursday, September 28, 2023, beginning with
those wonderful potluck dishes at 12:00 noon.

Please invite someone new to attend, perhaps with
you, so they can discover how much they can enjoy

this fellowship.

SEE YOU AT }r.ﬂ i
SENIORS’ (l : ' '
POTLUCK!!! \

I I Polluck'l u‘

Stewardship Matters

There is an old story about a pastor who addressed the congregation one Sunday about a
pressing financial need. “The good news,” he said, “is that we have plenty of money to
meet this challenge. The bad news is that it’s still in your pockets.”

Stewardship -

/‘l (J{('(/ 7[ it /

One key aspect of Christian stewardship is to begin, not with the church budget or the cost of a project, but
with the blessings each of us receive from God. Annual budgets and project costs can often seem too big to
handle, but we know that God generously provides for His people, so that when believers give according to
what they have first received, amazing resources for ministry can be gathered.

As Faith Lutheran pursues the ministry God has entrusted to us, this conviction drives us to keep embracing
opportunities that may, at first, seem unattainable. Looking back, however, we see how faithfully God has
blessed our church and drawn out steadfast giving—from Faith on Grove to an expanded staff, from Phase I

of the building project to the Ansgar House, from annual mission trips to the new Faith Lutheran Internship
Program (FLIP), and many, many more. On that record of God’s steadfast providence, we lean forward eagerly
into the future, confident that the resources we need for ministry are—and will be—already in our pockets!
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Q: Does the church have an official position on (a particular public policy)?

sn “m . A: This question is asked frequently, especially given the many major

E“ changes in society and the law in recent years. There are churches and

denominations that regularly—and perilously—wade into the realm of
.' public policy, but not Faith Lutheran, the Augustana District and Lutheran

Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC, our national church associa-
tion.)

““**' The reason for that is not because we do not care about public issues, but for
theological reasons. Martin Luther talked about God’s work in terms of two kingdoms or two different
ways of reigning. He identified them as God’s right-hand and left-hand kingdoms.

The right-hand kingdom is the Church, where God works directly in Word and sacrament. Here the
Gospel is preached, Christ is proclaimed as Lord and the forgiveness of sins is declared. The left-hand
kingdom is the world—home, community, society and nation. God also rules here, but works indirectly
through other authorities—parents, government, neighbors, organizations and others.

The trouble starts when the two kingdoms cross over and become confused, and that can occur in
both directions. If the Church tries to run the world or the world tries to run the Church, it is counter-
productive to both. Sadly, history is replete with examples of both errors and it is ever more common
in our own day. It works much better when both kingdoms stay in their lane.

The doctrine of the two kingdoms does not mean that Lutheran churches have no convictions about
public policy or what will bless the left-hand kingdom the most. Rather, we think about those issues
theologically, not politically. What reflects God’s will as stated in the Bible? What expresses love for
our neighbors and what leads to harm? What gives life and what deals death? How do we live faithfully
as God’s creatures and when do we succumb instead to the siren song of “you can be like God”? The
Church teaches the faith, rather than takes policy positions, in order to equip Christians to exercise their
citizenship faithfully.

In that sense, Christians absolutely should bring their faith into their citizenship and weigh how they
participate in society in light of Christian truth. But that is a job for individual Christians as they live in
the left-hand kingdom, not for congregations and denominations that comprise the right-hand kingdom.
(The only exception is if worldly authorities interfere so directly in the Church that its ministry is
impaired. Then, the Church must join the apostles in declaring, “We must obey God rather than any
human authority.” [Acts 5:29])

It is part of our Christian vocation, our callings from God, to exercise our citizenship faithfully and with
all the integrity that we can muster. That allows Christians to disagree politically about what policies best
reflect God’s will for the world, but it also unites them in seeking what is most life-giving for them-
selves, their neighbors and the world around us in light of the faith.

Phase 11 Building Committee (P2BC)

The P2BC is meeting regularly with our architects, Brian Berg and Kevin Zachman, to
establish a general design for Phase II of Faith’s building project. Once a plan is developed,
it will be presented to the congregation to get thoughts and feedback.

From there, the next step will be trying to raise enough money to fund the project. That
prospect is both exciting and daunting! Please keep this project in your prayers, watch for
when information abeut it is presented and join in this effort to pursue together God’s
future for Faith Lutheran Church.



“Faith Seeks Understanding”
Continuing Learning Opportunities for Adults

Digging Deeper sessions are held between services on Sunday
Dlggmg mornings at 9:15 a.m. A variety of topics are offered throughout
the year. Watch your Faith Matters and Sunday bulletin
announcements for the current opportunities and locations.

Dusting Off Theology—The Sacraments

This series of taped presentations by Dr. Jim Nestmgen began last sprlng, but summer arrived before it was
finished. This Digging Deeper session will meet in the sanctuary to view the remaining presentations on Holy
Baptism and Holy Communion. Starting September 10 at 9:15 a.m.

Habits of the Household (a Digging Deeper especially for parents)

You long for tender moments with your children--but do you ever find yourself too busy to stop,
make eye contact, and say something you really mean? Daily habits are powerful ways to shape
the heart--but do you find yourself giving in to screen time just to get through the day? You want
to parent with purpose--but do you know how to start?

N ER I Join Pastor Dave as we discover simple habits and easy-to-implement daily rhythms that will
SCUELEIGE help you find meaning beyond the chaos of family life as you create a home where kids and
parents alike practice how to love God and each other. Based on the book by Justin Whitmel
Earley. Meeting September 10 in Library Square and the following weeks in the Faith Center.

Crossways

A new year-one Crossways Bible study will begin in September. Crossways is a “big picture”
study of the entire Bible. It includes an overview of each book, placed within the framework of
the Bible’s “big story.” It combines Bible reading, commentary and full-color illustrations to
show how the whole Bible fits together. Want to know your Bible better? Crossways is for you!

Crossways classes meet for 20 weeks per year for three years. :
Year 1—The NEW class will begin on Monday, September 18 at 6:30 p.m. in the Faith Center.
Year 2 class will not be held this year.

Year 3 class will resume on Sunday, September 10 at 6:00 p.m. in the Faith Center.

To enroll in Crossways, get more information about it, secure course materials or other details, please contact
Pastor Scott before the study begins.

The Origins Story

ENW 4 | N The Origins Story, a study of the book of Genesis, will meet on Mondays from 10:30

- | ) 1® | a.m. until noon, starting on September 11. Genesis profoundly reveals God’s will for
m the world, exposes the human condition, sets the foundation for the entire Bible and
i points to Christ as Lord in intriguing ways. Anyone is welcome to attend and no regis-

‘g tration is necessary. Just bring a Bible and a pen or pencil. To learn more about this

et e study, contact Pastor Scott.

Fall Faith Groups M
A new Faith Group series will begin the last week of September. This series will focus on

some of the women of the Bible. There will be a variety of days and times of the week BUNDING
that groups will meet, again with a Tuesday evening option including dinner. Watch for AT
more information in the weekly bulletin and start getting your groups together or contact
Marsha Schmit at 587-2093 to find a group, day and time that fits your schedule.
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Mot My name is Joshua earning two undergraduate degrees in Next Genera-
OUR INTERNS Fernandez. ] am from St.  tion Ministry and Strategic Communications through
Paul, MN, and lived there ~ Liberty University. [ am so excited and grateful to
for nine years until moving become a part of the Faith family and learn more
to Bolivia, South America  about Jesus through being in this community.

* where I lived‘ for 11 years  1'm Trevor Wersal, I grew up in Hutchinson and

AL g o betfoie r‘:t‘:imlli%ﬁo Ilz/hnne- graduated from HHS in 2021. I went to Luther

) _ Sota 1o study at the Irec College for a year before joining the Awaken Project,

Lutheran Bible College in Plymouth, MN. 1 recently gap-year ministry that blessed me with the oppor-
graduated from college and I am very excited to be tunity to study the Bible and travel the United States
gble to join the Falth, Luther an community. I am look-  for youth ministry events. I'm now attending the
ing forward to experiencing serving in a church Institute of Lutheran Theology (ILT) via synchronous
alongside others', while always being willing to learn  ,pjine courses, majoring in the History of Religions.
more about God's Word and where He plans to lead [y this internship, I'm extremely excited to have the
my life. A couple of areas I am excited to learn more pance to join and help develop a growing young
about are how to connect with the youth and encour- 54y} community at Faith, I'm also looking forward to
age them up in their .falth as well as seeing how Qod living in good Christian community with the other
works through my gift of tech knowledge to provide interns, and finally, diving into God's word and
for the church. ministry life in the church, and seeing what God has
My name is Courtney Corrente and I am from laid out for me.
Neenah, Wisconsin. I am currently working on

you Matters newsletter, monthly church council minutes, calendar information, links to all
k]i OWe registration forms, sermon note links, and more can be found on the Faith Lutheran
— Church website at Faithlc.com? There is so much information on the church website
and it is updated with new information one to three times per week. If you have not been on the site recently,
I encourage you to check it out, save it, and look at it regularly.

Did 9 Did you know . . . . that the weekly bulletins, weekly service videos, monthly Faith

Did you also know . . . . that if you sign up for the Friday morning Faith Five weekly e-newsletter that it is
also a great way to stay “in the know” about FLC ministries and events? It includes links to the weekly
bulletins and the past week’s service, the top five announcements for the week, a calendar of most events
for the current month, links to the monthly Faith Matters, the current LCMC and AD newsletters when
they come out, and more. This is a great tool to keep you connected and remind you of upcoming events.
You can sign up to receive this newsletter by sending an email to office@faithlc.com.

adkalio sy fm “Go Therefore and Make Disciples of All Nations”
m@ L A Word from Bold Witnesses
i Reflections from Pastor Paul

One of our trusted partners in global missions is Dr. Christoph Wassermann, who resides in Germany but
leads witness to the Good News of Jesus Christ to Muslims within countless countries around the globe. To
hear him relate his stories is so encouraging and challenging for all of us seeking to be faithful witnesses.

One of the partners Christoph works with is All India Masihi Jamat. We at FLC support one of some 95
pastors/evangelists of AIMJ. The Augustana District presently supports three more. To hear the stories of
the powerful witness given by not only these pastors but others working with them is amazing.

It is like we are entering into the early Church where one’s witness to Jesus Christ as Lord can and does
often take one’s life. At the very least that witness can alienate you from your wider family. Yet, through
these witnesses, countless people are being moved by the Spirit to come to Christ and be baptized. It is
cause for much joy.

We often struggle with how we go forward. We need to rejoice more often in how those with whom we
are partnering are powerful in their witness. We have multiple partners that exhibit that Spirit-led, daring
witness. Thanks be to God for the privilege of standing with those facing life-threatening challenges and
yet go boldly forth.
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Audio and Visual Technology at Faith

Sometimes, having to deal with the fast-paced, ever-changing world
of technology tempts me into signing off completely and moving to
an Amish farm. Good riddance to it all! If you have felt like that
before, I understand the situation. Even as a millennial myself, I still
fumble with technology now and then. However, this article is not
meant to scare you into avoiding technology, but to embrace it with
confidence and encourage you into considering how you may plug
in (ha ha ha) with the AV tech team at Faith.

It may sound silly, but lighting and sound can enhance worship as much as music and liturgy can. After all, we
wouldn’t want to worship in the dark or not hear what Pastors Scott and Dave preach about, no matter how
many Vikings jokes there might be! In some churches, AV technology is overlooked. In others, there is so
much lighting and sound cues that worship becomes more of a concert. For us at Faith, I take the approach of
AV technology serving as not just a necessity (needing to hear and see), but also as a worship enhancement. I
consider things such as the look and color of projection slides, the level of lighting in the worship spaces, and
the balance of sound during communal singing versus special music. Our system seems to run seamlessly and
unnoticed in the background, until something goes off! That is where you come in.

As you know, it takes many hands to make worship run smoothly. Nothing is more distracting during worship
than the sound system popping and squealing or the TV projections cutting out halfway through a song. So
where do you come in? Right now! We have congregation volunteers on our tech team run the equipment so
these problems can be avoided at all costs. These volunteers monitor the recording stream, change the lyrics
and prayer slides, adjust the volume, and much more! Thanks to them, I can focus on playing organ and guitar
and directing ensembles. We need you, the congregation of Faith, to step into these positions however you
may feel called.

Thanks to the brains of some tech savvy members, our systems in both the Sanctuary and Foundation space
not only run identically but are very user friendly. So, if you are a worship “floater” that enjoys all styles of
worship or if you have your favorite one, you can serve on either system with ease! I am looking to add more
volunteers to our AV tech team. Perhaps you and a spouse or high school child can operate different systems
on the same Sunday. Even just once a month is helpful in filling this need. I know technology can be worri-
some, but I am confident that anyone can serve with my direction and a little practice. [ encourage you to talk
to your fellow members about what it is like for them to run the equipment, prayerfully consider how you
might serve on our tech team, and come to me with any questions or concerns.

For those who are currently serving and those who are interested in joining the team, I will set up a couple of
AV technology sessions to get acquainted with the equipment as well as give some helpful tips when running
the systems. Mention your availability and we will get together soon! Our audio and visual technology at Faith
is an important part of Sunday mornings as well as other functions and by serving on this team, you can have a
part of what makes worship at Faith meaningful.

Soil Deo Gloria, Austin
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The Faith Quilters and Global Health Ministries want to say “Thank You”

On August 9, a delivery was made from Faith Lutheran Church to Global Health Ministries. A total of: 50
quilts, 29 newborn kits, 862 pairs of socks, 140 uniforms and gowns, 238 assorted blankets, 4,940 bandages,
24 towels, 9 bed pads, 1 utility bag, and 1 lap throw were delivered this trip.

Thank you to everyone who donated supplies, to those who stitched, rolled, and regularly work from home, as
well as to those who come in every month (or more often) to prep, cut batting, and assemble quilts and other
items. Thank you also to those who delivered the items. Your gifts of time and supplies allow these items to
bless those in need.

The biggest item that is currently needed for upcoming projects is gently used cotton sheets :
which can be dropped off in the church office and marked “Quilters”. o
New quilters, stitchers, bandage rollers, etc. (with or without experience) are always @ Health

. J Ministries
encouraged to plug into this ministry. Contact the church office for more information. Tetong e,

it hee!
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Please Remember in Prayer

R S— Braiden Bjorge (Marines, Jacksonville, NC - grandson of

. Sandy Curtiss)

s mu Mike Bjorge (Air Force - son-in-law of Sandy Curtis)
— : Mason Rutledge (Navy, New Orleans, LA - son of Lenny

Rutledge & Patti Rutledge)
of Judy and Tom Felber)

Laurie Wersal)

Please remember all those who are
serving our country through active duty:

LT Brett Stadsklev (Navy, Yokosuka, Japan - son-in-law

Trevor Wersal (MN National Guard, son of Roger and
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Remember our Faith

members in nursing homes
and health care centers:

Cedar Crest — Silver Lake

Patricia Lambert
Lucille Wehking

Cokato Nursing Home

Clara Betker

Harmony River
Phyllis Lamp

Ellsworth Lorentzen
Jean Pittman
Rose Wagner

New Haven - Maple Plain

Ardell Novotny

Oaks
Phyllis Blum

Pines
Elaine Blade
Milt Lueneburg

The Gardens—Winsted

Alice Poshek

Woodstone
Dodie Fenske

Geraldine (Gerry) Grams.

Barb Max
Cyndy Ollrich
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Children, Youth, and Family Ministry Dates

Sunday School starts on September 10 with
Fall Kickoff at Library Square at 9 a.m.

This is for children 3 years old—6th grade.
Then Sunday School will continue at church from
9 a.m.—10 a.m. through May 19, 2024, with a
couple breaks throughout the year.

56er’s begins on September 13 after school and
goes to 5 p.m.. This is for 5th—6th-graders.

A bus will pick up the 6th-grade students from
the Middle School while the 5th-grade students
will walk from Park Elementary.
56er’s will end May 15, 2024, with breaks
following the school calendar.

B23 is on September 17 from 9:10—9:50 a.m.
in the nursery. This is for children birth—3 years
old and their parents. B23 is held on the third
Sunday of each month.

s
Fall Kick-Off (Sunday, Sept. 10)

Sunday School Fall Kick-Off is a fun-filled
outdoor introduction to Sunday School. Children
meet their teachers and classmates, sing at Faith
Rocks worship near the band shelter, do a couple

activities and a Bible lesson.

Please start arriving between 8:30—8:45 a.m.
for check-in and to find your classes.
Parents are welcome to hang around the class
group as they do Sunday School to make the
transition easier for your child or you can join
Pastor Dave Wollan at the park for a parent
Digging Deeper class.

3-year olds will receive their Beginner’s Bible at
the 10:10 a.m. outdoor worship service.
Teacher Installation will also take place at the
10:10 a.m. outdoor worship service.

/L~

Starting this Fall

Confirmation
Ninth-Grade Confirmands meet to get measured
for confirmation robes on Wednesday, August 30
@ 6:45 p.m.

Confirmation parent meeting for 7th & 8th
grade students and parents. Wednesday,
September 6 @ 5:30 p.m. Meet in the Faith

Center.

Seventh and eighth-grade confirmation classes
start on September 13 after school and goes to
5:30 p.m.

Seventh and eighth-grade Sunday confirmation
begins on September 17 at 9:10 a.m.
in the youth space.

FLY Night
Faith Lutheran Youth night continues
for all high school students on Wednesdays
from 7:00—9:30 p.m.

HAY Ministry
See you at the Pole on Wednesday,
September 27 at 7 a.m. Middle and high schools
students meet at their school flagpole.

Ansgar Community (Young Adult Community)

This group of college and young adults will meet

on Sunday nights at 7 p.m. at the Ansgar House.
Contact Kristen with any questions.

Questions?

If you have questions about programs for children
birth through 6" grade, please contact Laura
Stowman, Director of Children and Family Ministry.

If you have questions about programs for 7" grade
through young adult, please contact
Kristen Durst, Director of Youth and Family Ministry.
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CHILDREN YOUTH
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Spiritually, Mentally and Physically Healthy

What do you want most for your children? You might say something like have great friends, quality
education, success, good physical and mental health, joy, and a solid faith. So as parents you set up play
dates, teach them about eating their fruits and veggies, sign them up for sports, help them with their
homework, read with them, encourage them to persevere during something difficult, plan family outings,
and take them to church.

But as parents, we also know that it is more helpful for children to “do as | do” and not “do what | say
not as | do.” So as parents we aim to eat healthfully, be physically activity, work hard in our careers,
continue to learn, spend time with friends and family, date our spouse, and grow in our faith.

Our calendars and time get filled with our children’s activities and our own. It can feel overwhelming.
Many times what we want to prioritize gets pushed to the side. Sometimes we end our week feeling
exhausted and burnt out. My hope for you is to sit down with your spouse and talk about what your
priorities are for your well being and your family’s. | find that if | am caring for my spiritual well-being, the
other parts of my health, mental and physical, easily follow suit. So how will you care for your spiritual well-
being and your family’s? It could be talking about what is going on in your family’s life and praying about it,
worshiping together, and going to Sunday School. Yes even parents can do Sunday School! Digging
Deeper is your time to learn more about your faith and take time to be in fellowship with other adults.

You don’t have to be perfect parents and do everything right, because honestly no one is perfect!
Give yourself grace as you help your family be spiritually, mentally, and physically healthy.

Laura Stowman, Director of Children and Family Ministries
Kristen Durst, Director of Youth and Family Ministries

Nursery is Available Parent Digging Deeper

T Starting September 17 the
Nursery will be staffed by
"A Erika Smith from 9 a.m.— = "
11:30 a.m. each Sunday. =

Join Pastor Dave Wollan and
other parents to learn about
adding Christian habits to
your household during a fall

& Digging Deeper class starting
L at 9:10 a.m.. This seven week
series will touch on subjects
like morning time, mealtimes,
discipline, screentime, family
devotions, marriage, work,
play, conversations, and
bedtime.

JUSTIN WHITMEL EARLEY

W\ This is wonderful for
S48 parents with very young
@ children who want to HABITS OF THE
attend a Digging Deeper HOUSEHOLD
3 class and have fewer
distractions during the

10:10 worship services.




