THE FOUNDATION

Gathering Music

Welcome/Announcements

Opening Songs

Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness

Songs

Prayers of the Church

Offering

Offertory Response

Readings .......cccoeeviiieniennennne Romans 6:1-4 and Titus 3:5-8
Faith Seeds ..........coooiiiiiiiii Shelly Kirchoff

Faith Seeds is a time for children of all ages to come forward for a
lesson geared to them. Afterward, children ages 3-years old through
1** grade may join Sprouts for an age-appropriate learning activity
during the sermon. They will return to their parents shortly after the
sermon ends.

Gospel .o Matthew 13:44-46

Sermon ..... “The Underappreciated, Misunderstood,
and Powerful Gift of Baptism” ..... Pastor Dave Wollan
Affirmation of Baptism

Benediction

Closing Song

Nursery: The main floor nursery is now staffed Sunday mornings from 9-

11:30 a.m. to make it easier for parents of very young children to attend
Digging Deeper and to have fewer distractions during worship.

Sprouts Note: Sprouts may not be offered every week. To continue to offer

Sprouts we do need adult volunteers to lead this group. Please contact
Laura at lauras@faithlc.com to learn how you can help.

A Simple Way: Holy Baptism
Week 5 Devotional Questions for Discussion at Home

Monday
Adults: In the Small Catechism, Martin Luther emphasizes that it is

God’s Word that makes Holy Baptism effective. Given that, why is it
necessary to use water at all? What purpose do you think it serves?
Question for families with older children: Think about a Baptism you
have seen, what parts do you think are the most important?

Question for families with younger children: From what you have
seen before, what happens at a baptism? What is said during the
baptism?

Tuesday

Adults: In the Large Catechism, Luther writes, “To be baptized in
God’s name is to be baptized not by human beings but by God
Himself.” How does that promise affect how you understand and
value Holy Baptism?

Question for families with older children: What does it mean that
we have been called God's kids through Baptism? What do we gain?
What do we lose?

Question for families with younger children: What do you know
about God? After answering that, how do you feel knowing that we
are baptized by God?

Wednesday
Adults: Despite its simplicity and Jesus’ direct command to baptize in

Matthew 28, Holy Baptism has caused endless disagreement among
Christians. Why do you think that is? How does Luther’s answer to
“How can water do such great things?” in the Small Catechism help to
cut through all that conflict?

Question for families with older children: Why would water be such
an important symbol for being Baptized? What does it represent?
Question for families with younger children: The water we use
during a baptism is the same water we get from the sink to drink. So
how do you know when it is baptismal water?
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Thursday
Adults: The Small Catechism says Holy Baptism means dying to sin

and being raised up by Christ to live forever every day. What does the
language of dying and rising tell us about the significance of baptism?
What does the need for it to happen daily tell us about the power and
persistence of sin?

Question for families with older children: If I constantly sin, do I
need to keep getting re-baptized?

Question for families with younger children: In our baptism, Jesus
washes away all our sins. What do you do when you get messy, dirty
sticky or muddy?

Friday

Adults: Baptism is often seen as an event which assures that we will
go to heaven when we die. How does the Small Catechism show that
the covenant of Holy Baptism is more a way of life that determines
and shapes our identity throughout life?

Question for families with older children: What does a new identity
in Christ look like?

Question for families with younger children: Jesus changes our
hearts. What do people do who are happy and kind?

What Bees This Mean?

1. When were you baptized?

2. How does the Lutheran understanding of baptism differ from
the Catholic and other Protestant understandings?

3. How do you “use” you baptism?
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