335 Main St. S.
Hutchinson, MN 55350
Phone: 320-587-2093
Email: office@faithlc.com

L1VE TV BROADCAST
SUNDAYS AT 8 A.M.
NUVERA & MEDIACOM
ON CH. 7
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PRE-RECORDED TV

I hope by now that you have heard about Faith at the Fair. On Sunday, BROADCASTS

August 23, Faith Lutheran will lead a public worship service during the SUNDAYS 10 A.M.
McLeod County Fair. We have been trying to get the word out early, AND 5 P.M.
because this effort will disrupt our normal Sunday routine in several ways. TUESDAYS 5 P.M.
The service will be held at the fairgrounds, not at the church or at Library THURSDAYS 10 P.M.
Square. There will be one service that morning, not two. It will begin at NUVERA CH. 10
9:00 a.m., rather than 8:00 or 10:10. MEDIACOM CH. 8

RADIO BROADCAST
SUNDAYS 8 A.M.
KDUZ 1260 AM
(PRE-RECORDED)

With so many changes to our comfortable habits, why would the church

bother to do this? One reason is that it provides a rare opportunity for the
whole family of Faith to worshlp together. The last time we were able to

do that was for the church’s 150™ Anniversary celebration five years ago.
Many people commented then on how refreshing it was to be all together YOUTUBE

as one congregation in one place, and we hope it will feel like that kind of SERVICE RECORDINGS
celebration again.

A second reason to do this is to serve to our neighbors. Some people who
exhibit or work at the fair are not able to join their home churches that Yﬂu
morning, but would be able to join our service for an hour. Members of the

fair board were excited about having a service available on Sunday morning.

A third reason for Faith at the Fair is outreach. There may be people at the
fair that morning who do not have a church home or are not regularly hearing
the Gospel, and we hope they will join this service out of spiritual hunger or

just curiosity. Please pray that God will use this opportunity to draw people Inside this issue:
into the good news of Jesus as Lord and Savior.

Music and
For any of you who are concerned about navigating the fairgrounds, we are Stewardship Matters po. 2
working with the fair board to make the service as accessible as possible, .

McLeod County Fair and

including transportation from the parking lot to (or as close as possible to) ?
the service site. For those of you who rely on the live broadcast on HCVN, Leap of Faith Update _pg. 3
it will still be available, but it will air at 9:00 a.m., rather than 8:00 a.m. for FLIntern Update and

that Sunday only. Stump the Pastor pg. 4
Finally, while the fair board has been very hospitable, it is the church’s Missions )

responsibility to clean up the area where we will meet and to set up chairs AD WOW Gathering pg. S
before the service. Many hands will make light work, so please watch for August Baptismal Birthdays  pg.6

more information about what time to arrive to help prepare the space. ) o
Children, Youth and Families

As a part of Faith at the Fair, the church will also host a fair booth for the Church Calendar Insert
first time in recent memory. If you would be willing to staff the booth for one .

two-hour slot three to find out h sign up f Staff Directory
or more two-hour slots, see page three to find out how you can sign up for Praver Requests o 7

Continued on page 3




One Church, One Body, One Voice

Every Sunday, God does something remarkable. He speaks through his living Word,
forgives our sins, strengthens our faith, receives our prayers and praises, and serves

us with his gifts of grace. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, God gathers his people
from many places into one Body, the Church, united in Christ. We do not come
together merely because it is Sunday or because it fits our routine. We gather because
the Good Shepherd continues to call his flock to himself

In a few weeks, we have the unique opportunity to experience that calling in a special way. Instead of worshiping
in our usual locations and times, we will gather together at the McLeod County Fair. Parts of the congregation that
normally worship separately will come together as one peolalle around the same Word, the same prayers, and the
same Lord. We have not had this opportunity since our 150" anniversary celebration in 2021. What a gift this is!

It can be tempting to think, "It's too far," "It's at a different time," or "It's not at our church building." Some may
even see the schedule change as a reason to stay home altogether. But the Church has never been defined by a
building. The Church is the people whom Christ has called together. Whether we gather in a sanctuary, a park,
a fairground, or a borrowed upper room, Christ is present among his people as he has promised.

Martin Luther wrote, "At home, in my own house, there is no warmth or vigor in me. But in the church, when the
multitude is gathered together, a fire is kindled in my heart." Luther understood that God strengthens our faith not
in isolation but as we gather with fellow believers around his gifts. He also reminds us in the Large Catechism that
"God's Word cannot be without God's people, and conversely, God's people cannot be without God's Word." The
Christian life is not meant to be lived alone.

This fair service is more than a change of scenery. It is a visible reminder that we belong to something larger than
our individual worship services or congregations. Saint Paul writes, "For just as the body is one and has many
members...so it is with Christ" (1 Corinthians 12:12). Though we worship in different places throughout the year,
we are one Body in Christ.

I encourage you to make every effort to join us. Come ready to worship, to sing with voices from across our
community, to greet brothers and sisters you may not see often, and to rejoice in what God has done and continues to
do among us. Let us celebrate not simply a service at the fair, but the wonderful truth that Christ has gathered us into

one Church, united by one faith, one Baptism, and one Savior.
I look forward to worshiping with all of you as one family in Christ! Jee yol althe fain s _
Austin

Stewardship Matters

Stewardship - There is an old story about four people nameq Anyone, Everyone, Someone and Noone.
A4 wrar & / - They got along well except when there was a job to do. Then, even though Anyone could
f {gmff/ & VHV have done it, Everyone always thought Someone would do it, and, in the end, Noone did.
K [

—

To be clear, that is not the story of Faith Lutheran Church! The family of Faith is blessed
with so many faithful servants who take on an amazingly wide array of tasks and respon-
sibilities. Without them, the ministry of Faith would grind to a slow crawl, if not a complete halt.

Still, to be honest, it can sometimes feel as if Faith Lutheran operates on the pattern of Anyone, Everyone, Someone
and Noone. Even with all our members, it is often remarkably difficult to fill simple, but crucial roles that Anyone
could do. Since we do have so many members, it is easy to assume that Somebody will take on those tasks, but when
Everyone thinks that, they rarely fall to Noone, but rather to members who are already heavily involved or to the
staff.

The concept of Biblical stewardship is too often limited to matters of money and giving, but it also calls us faithfully
to use our time and abilities. How—or how else—might God be calling you to serve the Body of Christ with your
time and ability? When you hear of a need for people to serve in some way, could your first thought be that the
Somebody who will do it might well be you? If you are wondering where the need is greatest, talk to Marsha Schmit.



that opportunity.

Pastor’s Page continued from pg. 1

The church’s elected leaders and staff are excited about this special event and we hope that all of you will be, as
well. I have noted countless times through the years that people are creatures of habit, so it is hard whenever our
habits are interrupted. In this case, however, we believe the adjustment is worth the effort, and look forward to
seeing you all at Faith at the Fair!

Grace and peace,
Pastor Scott Grorud

9:00.a.m.
McLeod County Fair

Faith at the Fair
Sunday, August 23,2026 !ﬁm

Faith at the Fair
Sunday, August 23 at 9 a.m.

By now you have heard or read the exciting news that FLC will lead a worship service at the McLeod County
Fair this year. To make this a success, many hands are needed to help that morning with setting up before and
cleaning up after the service.

There will also be a FLC Booth during fair week, and we are looking for people who would like to spend a
two-hour shift visiting with people about what you love about FLC. You can sign up to work the booth or to
help with worship set-up and clean-up here https://tinyurl.com/2shjts59 or via the QR code above.

We are looking for people, especially adults, to help teach Sunday School,
lead Sprouts, or to serve as a confirmation guide. To get an idea of the time

v_ vy
commitment of each, here is an idea of what we are looking for:
" 0 “‘? eEQg ¥ Sunday School Teacher: 15-30 Sundays and paired with a co-teacher

Sprouts Leader: at least 3 Sundays of your choice

' e e D e Dv Confirmation Guide: 27 Wednesdays
If you are interested, or would like more information about any of these

LEAP OF FAITH

opportunities, please contact Laura or Kristen. Thank you!

Leap of Faith Capital Campaign

The Leap of Faith campaign continues to receive steady and generous
support. The total in the fund now exceeds $1.325 million, with almost
all of it invested to earn as much interest as we safely can. Thank You :
for your ongoing investment ip the long-term futur'e of: F.aith’s ministry! ap of Faith
If you have not made a commitment to Leap of Faith, it is never too Online
late. Learn about it on the church’s web site or stop in and ask! Pledge Card
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PR The FLInterns are coming!

N I
g \fi

~ As of now, six FLInterns will be with us starting this fall! God has been at work in the
~ lives of these young people calling them to experience ministry at Faith Lutheran!

-

Here are some ways that you can help welcome them to the Faith family:
e Purchase a gift card for groceries or a restaurant
e Be a “host family” for one of the interns
o Help on our Ansgar House prep day on Tuesday, August 25 at 10 a.m.

Please contact Marsha for more information on how you can support these FLInterns:
marshas@faithlc.com or 587-2093.

wah Varcoet
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Stump the Pastor

O: As we ve read about Jacob and Joseph this summer, I've noticed that some of the
passages have names, times or other details that don’t match up, even in the same text.
Why are those not consistent when they should be the same?

e
Slillll

A: Biblical scholars believe many ancient texts, especially the narratives about the patriarchs of
Israel, were handed down orally for generations before they were written down. In that process,
differing details crept into them, just as the details in stories that we tell can change over time.

Curiously, when books like Genesis were written down, the final editors generally did not try to decide which
of those variant details were correct, but included them all side-by-side. One of the places that occurs most
obviously is in the account of Noah and the Great Flood. Nearly every part of that text is repeated in two slightly
different versions.

Trying to sort out and reconcile those inconsistent details keeps Biblical scholars gainfully employed, but the
best bet for most readers is to ignore them, and focus instead on what is consistent in these texts and what they
mean. For example, one discrepancy in the account of Noah is how many pairs of animals boarded the ark
(Genesis 6:19 vs. Genesis 7:3), but it makes no difference at all in why God sent the flood, what resulted from
it or how it fits in the larger Biblical account.

People today tend to be fascinated with dates, places, times, facts and figures. Ancient writers thought
differently about such small details. They had no problem overlooking conflicting details in order to focus

on the theological meaning of the events they described. As hard as it is, given our data-driven mindset, reading
the Bible works best if we follow their example.

4



Secularity: A Reality That Shapes An Ever Larger Part of Our Witness

Pastor Paul Knudson

Early Christian witnesses faced persecution that included horrendous forms of martyrdom.
Challenging various powers such as the Roman Empire in the first century often cost one
his or her life. These challenges have continued in many different periods of witness
throughout more recent history. I personally will never forget our visit to Dachau and
seeing the foundation of the 26 barracks that housed clergy. Their stay often ended in the
gas chamber.

Today, more often than we may imagine, the situation we face is not overt persecution, but rather simply dismissing
our witness as nonsense. For example, this year we have been supporting Miguel Nunez and Varinia Cuello. They
have recently gone to the country of Uruguay, which prides itself on being a “secular” country. They report back to us
with challenges in various forms involving people who assume there is no God and no need then for faith and worship
of the One we see as this world’s Lord and Savior. We rejoice with them that their witness is impacting, yes, small
numbers, but several are gathering with them to explore the Christian faith.

Could it be that even in this community of Hutchinson we are bearing witness in an ever more secular environment?
What could it mean for us not to face direct persecution, but to realize that we are simply being ignored? We are
shaped by our Lord’s Great Commission to begin our witness in our “Jerusalem.” The situation may be, however, that
our setting is not our “holy city,” but our more secular town and community that calls for us to recognize this and have
it shape our witness in new ways.

Augustana District Fall 2026 ﬂHE

Women of the Word Gathering SR
Saturday, September 19, 2026 ~ 9 a.m.—3 p.m. RE E Cn ON

Resurrection Lutheran Church ~ Mankato, MN |

Augustana District is the district of Lutheran Congregations in
Mission for Christ in which Faith is a member. Each year a
different congregation of the district hosts a Women’s Conference.
The women’s organization of Faith (FLCW) organizes a group to
carpool to these events, and they even cover registration costs for

T

women of Faith who attend. This year the gathering is just a short THIS CHANGES EVERYTHING
drive away in Mankato. You can find more information about the ,
A WOW CONFERENCE

event at augustanadistrict.org. A group registration form and
sign-up for carpooling is available in the church office. Car
pooling details will be finalized right after Labor Day.

September 19, 2026

Faith Lutheran Church Support Groups

For more information or to plug into any of the following support groups, please call
A the church office at 320-587-2093 and ask for Pastor Paulus Pilgrim, Jeff Amundson,
Support Groups or Marsha Schmit. Support Groups

1) FACe Cancer Support Group This group is open to members and non-members of Faith alike. Those with
cancer, those who are in remission, and family members who are caregivers of those with cancer are encouraged to
participate in this support group. The FACe group meets the second and fourth Thursday morning of each month in
the third floor conference room at 10 a.m. A Zoom option is available for those who are not able to attend due to
health or distance obstacles.

2) Caregiver Support Group Meets the THIRD Thursday of each month during the program year.

3) Grief Support Group currently meeting on Thursdays at 4 p.m.

Grief Support 5
Group “




Do you remember when yvour Baptismal Birthday is?

For the next year we are going to share and remind you to celebrate this
special occasion and hold you in prayer. Happy Baptismal Birthday to the
following members of Faith Lutheran who were baptized in August.

IR
August 1
Warren Kelm-1946
Michael Christenson-1966
Zac Pedersen-1992
Evelyn Alrick-2021
Kinzlee Glesener-2021
August 2

Cheryl Buboltz-1956
Amelia Lauer-2020
AnnaBeth Schiller-2020
Liam Schiller-2020
August 3

Dan Drape-1997

Carson Hutton-2003
Olivia Horton-2008
Landon Teetzel-2008
August 4

Catherine Fasching-1991
Caitlin Schmidt-1991
Sawyer Witt-1996
Allyson Willtrout-2013
Annabelle Willtrout-2013
August 5

Bonnie Schmeling-1949
Jeff Kirchoff-1962
Denise Hanson-1973

Jia Wright-1973

Grace Solien-2007
Norah Wendling-2007
August 6

Susan Kohn-1950

Peggy Christenson-1962
Kevin Steinhaus-1967
Allison Mandelkow-1995
Jakob Schauberger-1995
August 7

Donna Eastman-1966
Micaela Pedersen-1994
Devan Morgando-2005
Erika Pesavento-2005
Julia Pesavento-2005
Taylor Lang-2011

James Kamrath-2016
Odin Olsen-2022
Dawson Schunk-2022
August 8

Gladys Pilgrim-1937

Maynard Holtz-1940
Phyllis Blum-1943
Mitchell Thompson-1993
Mackenna Stuber-1999
Grace Knoll-2021
Breanna Stansbury-2021
August 9

Karen Westlund-1959
Darlene Karg-1942

Eric Kilian-1973
Zachary Padrnos-2009
Ellie Terlinden-2020
August 10

Lindsey Hoffman-1980
Paisley Kaping-2014
August 11

Riley Steenhoek-1996
Collin Vacek-1996
Evan Vacek-1996

Bo Willtrout-2011
Amelia Hemling-2019
Reese Burkstrand-2024
Aaron Burkstrand Jr.-2024
Declan Icenhower-2024
August 12

Aubree LaCanne-2012
August 13

Sara Wegner-1961
Trenton Draeger-1995
Jessica Maiers-2000
August 14

Frank St. Onge-1966
Katie Brecht-1975
Whitney Ewert-1992
Hunter Lien-2005
Henry Timm-2022
August 15

Jena Putz-1976

Jennifer Demere-1982
Lindsey Schantzen-1982
Eli Duering-2010

Jack Kaping-2021
August 16

Kiristi Carlson-1959
Shawn Gierke-1959
Gail Diehl-1964

Kati Klitzke-1987

Macklin Elton-2020
August 17

Dan Blade-1958

Laura Bussler-1986
August 18

Kay Sanken-1940
August Buckentin-2013
Easton Betker-2018
Aaliyah Flores-2024
Alexander Flores-2024
Armando Flores-2024
Aryahna Flores-2024
August 19

Stephanie Lundeen-1984
Bryson DeRock-2018
Catherine Martinez-2018
Dawson Martinez-2018
Donald Martinez-2018
Jillian Martinez-2018
Haddie Domeier-2020
August 20

Evan Westlund-2000
August 21

Zachary Pulkrabek-1988
Ashley Vejrosta-1988
Hayden Schmidt-2005
Jenna Strei-2005

Porter Willard-2016
August 22

Stephanie Cameron-1993
Dazz Dostal-1993
Jayden Jackson-1999
Kaylee Johnson-1999
Hollin Rutleddge-1999
Carter Renner-2004
August 23

Mark Binder-1964
Coleton Draeger-1993
Anthony Sterner-1998
Henry Toutget-2015
August 24

Nancy Martinson-1947
William DeMeyer-2008
Jaxon Morgando-2008
Christian Felber-2014
Archer Cameron-2025
Rhett Gauger-2025

August 25

Charles Pierson-1940
Mary Ann Ward-1957
Lisa Ishihara-1963

Jake Wendland-1996
Alyana Strei Watts-2024
August 26

Kacie Gores-2001
August 27

Diane Krentz-1944
Linda Hoof-1961
Cyndy Ollrich-1961
Deidra Beilke-1978
Olivia Dostal-2000
Landon Struck-2006
Dahlia Ruiz-2023

Tara Shonerd-2023
August 28

Deborah Heilman-1951
Sherry Schuetz-1952
Paul Froemming-1966
Lori Steinhaus-1966
Eric Carlson-1988
Cade Johnson-2005
Luke Johnson-2005
Heavenly Salazar-2016
August 29

Taylor Mackenthun-1982
Erika Smith-1982
Michael Berry-1999
Caitlin Rath-1999
Kalley Wigen-2001
Emmitt Danielson-2021
Marvin Danielson-2021
Letty Pessek-2021
August 30

Douglas Meier-1936
Karen Mathews-1959
Nola Schwarzrock-1964
Everly Bussler-2020
August 31

Lee Hoof-1953

Ronald Metag-1957
Darrin Neubarth-1965
Karen Klatt-1967
Melissa Poshek-1970
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Vacation Bible School Recap

With weather conditions matching the Vacation Bible School theme, children and volunteers stepped through the mist
into Rainforest Falls VBS this summer. Beneath a canopy of chattering birds and howling monkeys, children plunged
into a lifelong adventure of discovering the nature of God. They explored what it means to be rooted in relationship

with God, their Creator, a safe place in life’s storms.

Each day we gathered for worship, watched a funny skit performed by Pastor Dave from Faith and Pastor Steve from
Christ the King, met our Bible buddy, and then traveled to different rotations of games, crafis, snacks, Bible

adventures, and sticky scripture.

Bible point: God 1s our Creator.
Bible buddy: Tango the Quetzal

Key Bible Verse: “Praise the Lord, everything he has
created, everything in all his kingdom.” (Psalm 103:22)
Bible Story: God creates the world. (Genesis 1)

Bible point: God is our safe place.

Bible buddy: Dottie the Ocelot

Key Bible Verse: “Then I pray to you, O Lord. I say, ‘You
are my place of refuge.”” (Psalm 142:5)

Bible Story: David hides from Saul. (1 Samuel 23-24)

Key Bible Verse: “O Lord, you have examlnedmy heart
and know everything about me.” (Psalm 139:1)
B1b1e Story: Dav1d celebrates all God knows. (Psalm 139)

Bible point: God is love.

Bible buddy: Tia the Giant Anteater :
Key Bible Verse: “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good!
His faithful love endures forever.” (Psalm 136:1)

Bible Story: Jesus dies and comes to life to show God’s
love. (Luke 22:39-24:12)
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It’s time to register for
fall children’s ministries!

Sunday School
3 years old — 6th grade
September 13 - May 16
9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.

S6ers
5th — 6th grade
September 16 - May 19
afterschool - 5:15 p.m.

Aftershock
Kindergarten — Sth grade on

scheduled early release days from school
afterschool - 4:30 p.m.

Kids Music Club
2nd — 4th grade
September 16 - May 19
afterschool - 5:00 p.m.

Sign-up forms are on the children’s page
of our website, faithlc.com

Thank you to the 63 f
volunteers who helped
make Vacation Bible

is the best VBS yet!

3@u!

School happen! It truly |
took all of you to make :

FLE

MINISTRIES

Confirmation
7th — 8th grade
September 16 - May 19
3:45-5:30 p.m.
Watch your mailbox for confirmation
information, or contact Kristen.

FLY Night
Faith Lutheran Youth Night continues
for all high school students on Wednesdays

from 7:00 p.m.—9:30 p.m.

¥ OE“WE{QS’ v
vneeneD”

We are looking for people, especially
adults, to help teach Sunday School, lead
Sprouts, and serve as confirmation guides.
To get an idea of the commitment of each,
this is what we are looking for:
Sunday School: 15-30 Sundays paired
with a co-teacher.

Sprouts: at least 3 Sundays
Confirmation Guide: 27 Wednesdays
Please contact Laura or Kristen to let
them know how you can help.
Thank you!

Questions? Prayer Requests? Ready to serve? Contact us!
Laura Stowman—Director of Children and Family Ministries—lauras@faithlc.com
Kristen Durst—Director of Youth and Family Ministries—kristend@faithlc.com



Please Remember in Prayer

ommm—
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Please remember those who are .h‘

serving our country through active duty: —.-

LtCdr. Brett Stadsklev (Navy, San Diego, CA-
son-in-law of Judy and Tom Felber)

Spc. Jones R. Reid (Space Force, Patrick, FL - son
of Melissa Straka, grandson of Sherry Schuetz)

FBPFA Holden Anderson (Border Patrol at the

Northern MN/ND Border—son of Shawn and Beth

Anderson)

If you know of a member of Faith who serves in the
armed forces please contact the church office
to make any changes or additions to this list.
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FAaITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

Faith Lutheran Church

INFORMATION & STAFF DIRECTORY
335 Main St. S.

320-587-2093 FaithL.C.com

Pastors

N

Remember our Faith
members in nursing homes
and health care centers:

Buffalo Lake Nursing Home
Kathy Fabel

Cedar Crest - Silver Lake

Patricia Lambert

Cokato Nursing Home
Clara Betker

GlenFields— Glencoe
Barb Helland

Harmony River
Shirley Holtz
Wilbur Johnson

Prince of Peace
Maynard Holtz

QOaks
Phyllis Blum

Staff
Jeff Amundson, Pastoral Associate 320-587-2093 (office)

Scott Grorud 320-583-1456 (cell) scottg@faithle.com
Dave Wollan 320-583-2385 (cell) davidw@faithle.com
Paul Knudson, Missions Ministry 320-587-2227 (home) | paulk@faithlc.com
Paulus Pilgrim, Visitation 320-234-9753 (home) paulusp@faithlc.com

\

jeffa@faithlc.com

Marsha Schmit, Director of Pastoral Care & Evangelism

marshas@faithlc.com

Austin Willhite, Director of Music & Worship

austinw@faithlc.com

Kristen Durst, Director of Youth & Family Ministry

kristenm@faithlc.com

Laura Stowman, Director of Children & Family Ministry

lauras@faithlc.com

Wendy Magruder, Administrative Assistant

wendym@faithlc.com

Sara Wegner, Finance Coordinator

finco@faithlc.com

Owen Weikle, Custodial Services Coordinator

320-587-2093

Helen Kieper
Deloris Olson
Carol Otto
DuWayne Peterson
Alice Poshek

Pines
Ron Max
Dave Skaar

Woodstone
Cyndy Ollrich

You can support the
mission and
ministry of Faith
Lutheran Church by

using this QR code
or go to the FLC
online giving page at
Faithlc.com/give-2/
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Newsletter Switch From USPS To E-mail?

Would you be willing to receive your monthly copy of Faith Matters via e-mail?

It saves the church postage and printing costs, and you get to see it in color every month!
You can request a change to e-mailed newsletters by sending a request to
office@faithlc.com or calling Wendy at 320-587-2093.

OUR MISSION IS!

BUILDING FAITH

“EQUIP THE SAINTS FOR THE WORK OF MINISTRY,
FOR BUILDING UP THE BODY OF CHRIST”
EPHESIANS 4. 12 I-EAP nF FA'TH
TO LIVE OUT THAT MISSION, GOD CALLS US TO:
FoLLow JEsus
ANNOUNCE THE GOSPEL
INVITE ALL. PEOPLE
TEACH CHRISTIAN TRUTH
HELP ALL WHO ARE IN NEED

Farrs LutHERAN CHURRCH
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