Faith Lutheran Church
September 13, 2026
10:10 a.m. at Library Square
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Kick-Off Sunday

Scoundrels, Scandals & Salvation
The Lives of Jacob and Joseph
i\mm 2026 Summer Preaching Series

Church

Gathering Music:
Indescribable (CCLI #4403076)

From the highest of heights to the depths of the sea
Creation's revealing Your majesty. From the colors of Fall
To the fragrance of Spring, Ev'ry creature unique

In the song that it sings all exclaiming.

Chorus: Indescribable, uncontainable, You placed the stars in the sky
And You know them by name. You are amazing God
All-powerful, untamable. Awestruck we fall to our knees
As we humbly proclaim You are amazing God.

Who has told ev'ry lightning bolt where it should go?

Or seen heavenly storehouses laden with snow.

Who imagined the sun and gives source to its light

Yet conceals it to bring us the coolness of night? None can fathom.
Chorus

You are amazing God

Indescribable, uncontainable, You placed the stars in the sky
And You know them by name. You are amazing God.
Incomparable, unchangeable, You see the depths of my heart
And You love me the same. You are amazing God,

You see the depths of my heart, and You love me the same.
You are amazing God. Repeat

You see the depths of our hearts, and You love us the same.
You are amazing God.

Promises (CCLI #7149439)

God of Abraham You're the God of covenant, of faithful promises.
Time and time again You have proven You do just what You say.

Chorus: Though the storms may come and the winds may blow,
I'll remain steadfast and let my heart learn, when You speak a
word it will come to pass. Great is Your faithfulness to me;
Great is Your faithfulness to me. From the rising sun to the setting
same I will praise Your name. Great is Your faithfulness to me.

God from age to age, though the earth may pass away, Your word remains
the same, yeah, Your history can prove there's nothing You can't do.
You're faithful and true. Chorus

I put my faith in Jesus, my anchor to the ground, my hope and firm foundation,
He'll never let me down. Repeat x2 Chorus
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Greeting and Announcements

King of Kings (CCLI #7127647)
In the darkness we were waiting, without hope, without light,
Till from Heaven You came running. There was mercy in Your eyes
To fulfil the law and prophets, to a virgin came the Word
From a throne of endless glory to a cradle in the dirt.

Chorus: Praise the Father, Praise the Son, Praise the Spirit three in one.
God of Glory, Majesty, Praise forever to the King of kings.

To reveal the kingdom coming and to reconcile the lost,

To redeem the whole creation You did not despise the cross.

For even in Your suffering You saw to the other side;

Knowing this was our salvation, Jesus for our sake You died. Chorus

And the morning that You rose, all of heaven held its breath.

Till that stone was moved for good for the Lamb had conquered death;
And the dead rose from their tombs, And the angels stood in awe,

For the souls of all who'd come to the Father are restored.

And the Church of Christ was born, then the Spirit lit the flame.
Now this Gospel truth of old shall not kneel, shall not faint.

By His blood and in His Name, in His freedom I am free.

For the love of Jesus Christ Who has resurrected me. Chorus

Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P: Most merciful God,

C: We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name, Amen.

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a fellow member of the priesthood of all believers and
by the authority of Jesus Christ I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

Prayer of the Day
Gracious and merciful God, we hear again and again your promise that, for
Jesus’ sake, you freely forgive us all our sin, yet we confess how hard it can
be for us to trust such astounding good news. By your Holy Spirit, sustain
our faith in your Word, that we may flee to the cross, each day and every
hour, to receive the new life you grant through Christ Jesus, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Semon Text: Portions of Genesis 49 and 50

Then Jacob charged his sons, “I am about to be gathered to my people. Bury me
with my ancestors—in the cave in the field where Abraham and Sarah were buried;
there Isaac and Rebekah were buried; and there I buried Leah.” When Jacob ended
his charge to his sons, he breathed his last, and was gathered to his people. Then
Joseph threw himself on his father’s face and wept over him and kissed him. He
commanded the physicians in his service to embalm his father; they spent forty days
in doing this, and the Egyptians wept for him seventy days.

When the days of weeping for him were past, Joseph addressed the household of
Pharaoh, “If now I have found favor with you, please speak to Pharaoh as follows:
My father made me swear an oath: ‘I am about to die. In the land of Canaan you
shall bury me.” Now therefore let me go up, so that I may bury my father; then I will
return.” Pharaoh answered, “Go up, and bury your father, as he made you swear to
do.” So Joseph went up to bury his father. With him went all the servants of
Pharaoh, the elders of his household, and all the elders of the land of Egypt, as well
as all the household of Joseph, his brothers, and his father’s household. Only their
children, their flocks, and their herds were left in the land of Goshen. They carried
Jacob to the land of Canaan and buried him in the cave of the field which Abraham
bought as a burial site. After he had buried his father, Joseph returned to Egypt with
his brothers and all who had gone up with him.

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still
bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to
him?” So they approached him, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he
died, ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong
they did in harming you.” Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of
the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. Then his brothers also
wept, fell down before him, and said, ““We are here as your slaves.”
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But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? Even though
you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a
numerous people, as he is doing today. So have no fear; I myself will provide for
you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

So Joseph remained in Egypt, he and his father’s household; and Joseph lived
one hundred ten years. Then he said to his brothers, “I am about to die; but God will
surely come to you, and bring you up out of this land to the land that he swore to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” So he made the Israelites swear, “When God
comes to you, you shall carry up my bones from here.” And Joseph died, being one
hundred ten years old; he was embalmed and placed in a coffin in Egypt.

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Presentation of Bibles to Three-Year Old Children

Faith Seeds .....ooovieiieiieieeeeeee e Faith Lutheran Puppets

Faith Seeds is a time for children of all ages to come forward for a lesson geared to them.

Gospel Acclamation “Alleluia”
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia to you alone.
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You alone have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, to you alone.

Gospel Reading: Matthew 18:21-35

Then Peter came and said to him, "Lord, if another member of the church sins
against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?" Jesus said to
him, "Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times."For this reason the
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with
his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents
was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold,
together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be
made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, "Have patience with me,
and I will pay you everything.' And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave
released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came
upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by

the throat, he said, "Pay what you owe.' Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded
with him, "Have patience with me, and I will pay you.' But he refused; then he went

and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt.

When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and
they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord
summoned him and said to him, "You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt
because you pleaded with me.
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Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?' And
in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt.
So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your
brother or sister from your heart."

L: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Sermon .........ccceeeeel. “God Isinthe MixX” ...cccoovvvevivininnnniin.. Pastor Scott Grorud

Goodness of God (CCLI 7117726)
Ilove You Lord. Oh, Your mercy never fails me.
All my days I've been held in Your hands.
From the moment that I wake up until I lay my head,
I will sing of the goodness of God.

Chorus: All my life You have been faithful. All my life You have been so,
so good. With every breath that I am able I will sing of the
goodness of God.

I'love Your voice. You have led me through the fire.

In darkest night, You are close like no other.

I've known You as a father, I've known You as a friend.

I have lived in the goodness of God. Chorus

Your goodness is running after, it’s running after me.

Your goodness is running after, it’s running after me.

With my life laid down, I’m surrendered now; I give You everything.
Your goodness is running after, It's running after me  Repeat, Chorus

I will sing of the goodness of God.

Installation of the Sunday School Teachers and
Faith Lutheran Interns: Josh Bryngelson, Jalen Leikas, Martha Picton,
Peyton Schumacher, Soren Thompson, Noah Varcoe, and Alexa Whiteford



Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into

hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and
the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Offering

Yet Not I But Through Christ In Me (CCLI #7121852)

What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer. There is no more for heaven
now to give, He is my joy my righteousness and freedom. My steadfast
love my deep and boundless peace. To this I hold my hope is only Jesus.
For my life is wholly bound to his. Oh how strange and divine I can sing
all is mine yet not I but through Christ in me.

The night is dark but I am not forsaken. For by my side the Savior he
will stay. I labor on in weakness and rejoicing. For in my need his power
is displayed. To this I hold my Shepherd will defend me. Through the
deepest valley He will lead. Oh, the night has been won and I shall
overcome. Yet not I but through Christ in me.

No fate I dread I know I am forgiven. The future sure the price it has
been paid. For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon, and he was raised
to overthrow the grave. To this I hold my sin has been defeated.

Jesus now and ever is my plea; oh, the chains are released I can sing I am
free. Yet not I but through Christ in me.

With every breath I long to follow Jesus, for he has said that he will bring
me home. And day by day I know he will renew me until I stand with joy
before the throne. To this I hold my hope is only Jesus. All the glory
evermore to him. When the race is complete still my lips shall repeat.

Yet not I but through Christ in me.

When the race is complete still my lips shall repeat. Yet not I but
through Christ in me. Yet not I but through Christ in me.
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Doxology: Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow (CCLI #56204)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayers of the Church

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction

This Is Amazing Grace (CCLI #6333821)
Who breaks the power of sin and darkness, Whose love is mighty and so
much stronger? The King of Glory the King above all kings.

Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder, and leaves us breathless
in awe and wonder? The King of Glory the King above all kings.

Chorus: This is amazing grace, This is unfailing love.
That You would take my place, that You would bear my cross.
You laid down Your life that I would be set free.
Oh Jesus I sing for all that You've done for me.

Who brings our chaos back into order. Who makes the orphan a son and
daughter? The King of Glory the King of Glory.

Who rules the nations with truth and justice, shines like the sun in all of
its brilliance? The King of Glory the King above all kings. = Chorus

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain. Worthy is the King who conquered
the grave. (Repeat 3x)

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain. Worthy, worthy, worthy. Chorus

What Does This Mean?

Questions about today’s worship theme.
1. Why did Joseph’s brothers remain so afraid of him?
2. Why did their appeal to him cause Joseph to weep?
3. What truth about God did Joseph’s response to them reveal?
4. How does the conclusion to Joseph’s story provide genuine hope for us?

"Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from
ONE LICENSE with license #719054-A. All rights reserved.”
All copyrighted texts printed by permission under CCLI License #15855683
All copyrighted texts used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SB172131.
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